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 The American Red Cross offers a training called Wilderness 
and Remote First Aid, during which participants learn skills to be 
used in case of emergencies such as low blood sugar, hypother-
mia, and burns when professional help is unavailable or far 
away. For someone experiencing a health crisis in a wilderness 
setting, a companion with remote first aid skills can be lifesav-
ing. 

When Luke introduces John the Baptist in today’s gospel, 
readers are told that the word of God came to John in the wil-
derness. The wilderness mentioned here brings to mind a place 
that is remote, sparsely populated, and rugged. Yet there is a 
sense of another wilderness being illuminated here as well—the 
wilderness of a messy world where some have wealth and status 
while others experience food insecurity, injustice, and homeless-
ness. 

It is into this wilderness that John the Baptist proclaims 
that one is coming through whom “all flesh shall see the salva-
tion of God” (Luke 3:6). Luke’s intentional listing of all the au-
thorities in power (vv. 1-2) indicates that he wants readers to 
know just how different John the Baptist and, more importantly, 
the one he proclaims are from the rulers of the day. 

People were drawn to the message John proclaimed, yet 
throughout his ministry John was clear that it wasn’t about him 
or his personal agenda but rather the work of God through him. 
He pointed to the Promised One and to the salvation Jesus of-
fers. Like Jesus, John proclaimed a message that extended to 
the vulnerable and spoke of caring for our neighbors. 

Similarly, as followers of Christ, we are commissioned to 
go into the wilderness, to bring good news to the little and the 
least, and to proclaim the work of God in our lives, through both 
our actions and our words. As we do, we bear witness to the 
promise that Jesus is indeed the Messiah, the one who leads us 
from death to life. 

 

* *   * * *   * * *   * * *   * * *   * * * 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2021 

5:00 PM HOLY COMMUNION AND LIVE STREAM AT ST. 
PETER’S 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2021 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

8:00 AM & 10:30 AM– Holy Communion at Light of 
Christ 

 

The Rev. Mike Button, Interim Pastor 

Pastor’s Email: mikebutton52@gmail.com 

The Rev. Suzanne M. Trump, Pastor of SJW 

Pastor’s Email:  strump@ptd.net 

Organist: Linda Maule 
  

Ministers: All Members of the Parish 
 

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME AT OUR WORSHIP  
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INTRODUCTION 

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. 
While John the baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the 
principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as easily 

herald the coming Christ as forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Fi-
nally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of 
the gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of 

Jesus and assist all people in capturing a vision of the “salvation 
of God.” 

 
~~~~THE GATHERING~~~~ 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

WELCOME:  Pr. Mike 

PRELUDE:  Prepare the Royal Highway - arr. Held  

 

The assembly stands as able. 

All may make the sign of the cross☩, the sign marked at bap-
tism. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does won-
ders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good 
things. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our 
God. God for whom we wait: 

in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before 
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1 Blessed be the God of Israel 
who comes to set us free 
and raises up new hope for us: 
a Branch from David's tree. 
So have the prophets long declared 
that with a mighty arm 
God would turn back our enemies 
and all who wish us harm. 
 
2 With promised mercy will God still 
the covenant recall, 
the oath once sworn to Abraham, 
from foes to save us all; 
that we might worship without fear 
and offer lives of praise, 
in holiness and righteousness 
to serve God all our days. 
 
3 My child, as prophet of the Lord 
you will prepare the way, 
to tell God's people they are saved 
from sin's eternal sway. 
Then shall God's mercy from on high 
shine forth and never cease 
to drive away the gloom of death 
and lead us into peace. 
 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Christ is near. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE: : On Jordan's Banks the Baptist's Cry - arr. Cher-
wien 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE: Life in the Wilderness  
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Amen. 

 
SENDING OF COMMUNION 

P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender 
care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, 
assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 
with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your 
love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive 
this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding pres-
ence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

~~~THE SENDING~~~ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

The assembly stands as able. 
 

BLESSING 

P:  The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 

C:  Amen 

 

SENDING SONG:  

 Blessed Be the God of Israel              (ELW 250)  
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you. We fail in believing that your good news is for us. We 
falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our sense of 
self in material wealth. We fear those different from our-
selves. We forget that we are your children and turn away 
from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again 
of your saving grace. Amen. 
 

P:  God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are chil-
dren of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipi-
ents of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way 
of peace. 

Amen 
 

GATHERING SONG 

 Prepare the Royal Highway  (ELW 264) 
  

1 Prepare the royal highway; 
the King of kings is near! 
Let ev'ry hill and valley 
a level road appear! 
Then greet the King of glory, 
foretold in sacred story: 
 
Refrain 
Hosanna to the Lord, 
for he fulfills God's word! 
 
2 God's people, see him coming: 
your own eternal king! 
Palm branches strew before him! 
Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
God's promise will not fail you! 
No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain 
 
3 Then fling the gates wide open 
to greet your promised king! 
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Your king, yet ev'ry nation 
its tribute too may bring. 
All lands will bow before him; 
their voices join your singing: Refrain 
 
4 His is no earthly kingdom; 
it comes from heav'n above. 
His rule is peace and freedom 
and justice, truth, and love. 
So let your praise be sounding 
for kindness so abounding: Refrain 
 
 
GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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Please take note:  If you are abstaining from receiving Holy 
Communion, please use this time of silence to share the follow-
ing prayer. 

C:  I believe that You are truly present in the Sacrament 
of  
Holy Communion.  I always desire to offer You praise and 
thanksgiving as I proclaim Your resurrection.  I love You 
above all things, and long for You in my soul. 

Since I cannot receive You in the sacrament of Your Body 
and Blood, I implore You to come into my heart.  Cleanse 
and strengthen me with Your grace, Lord Jesus, and let 
me never be separated from You.  May I live in You and 
You in me, in this life and in the life that is to come.  
Amen. 

Based on a prayer from: The Prayer Book for the Armed Forces 
(1988) 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

 
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (ELW 254) 
Comfort, Comfort  Now My People (ELW 256) 

 
The assembly stands as able 
 

TABLE BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A:  God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste 
of that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send 
us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the great-
ness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
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~~~COMMUNION~~~ 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:  Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.  

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

and each person may respond “Amen.” 
 

COMMUNION SONG  
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139) 
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the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to 
heal all the suffering world. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again in righteousness and peace. Send 
your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the 
justice and joy of your Son. Through him all glory and honor is 
yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 
Church, both now and forever. 

C:  Amen 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us:  

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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PREFACE 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comfort-
ed your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through 
whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heav-
en, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   

 THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our 
Hope, we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the 
prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. At this end of 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

A:  Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of 
your only Son. By his coming give to all the people of the world 
knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 
THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

Second Week of Advent 

P: Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a 
shoot from the stump of Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, 
who will deliver the needy and crush the oppressor, who will stand 
as a signal of hope for all people. 

P: As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of re-
pentance, transform our hearts to live in justice and harmony with 
one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the 
hope of all nations. 

O people of hope, come, 

C: let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen.. 

 
C: O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
embracing all things far and nigh: 
in strength and beauty come and stay; 
teach us your will and guide our way. Refrain  
 
Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
~~~~THE WORD~~~ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4  
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi 
(his name means “my messenger”) will prepare the way for the 
coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as sil-
ver and gold are refined. 
 

A/L:  A reading from Malachi:   
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before 
me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his tem-
ple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—
indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can en-
dure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he ap-
pears? 

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit 
as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descend-
ants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they pre-
sent offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of 
Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days 
of old and as in former years. 

A/L:  The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM:  Luke 1:68-79 (read responsively)   

A/L:  68Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 
  you have come to your people and set them free. 
C: 69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
  born of the house of your servant David.  
A/L: 70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save 
us from our enemies, 
  71from the hands of all who hate us, 
C: 72to show mercy to our forebears, 
  and to remember your holy covenant. 
A/L: 73This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 
  74to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
C: free to worship you without fear, 
  75holy and righteous before you, all the days of our 
life.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 

A:  Let us pray. God of abundance, we bring before you the pre-
cious fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach 
us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the 
coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Those Communing at home should prepare their Communion el-
ements 
 

DIALOGUE  

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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C: Your mercy is great. 

A: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least 
expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the 
name of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

~~~~THE MEAL~~~~ 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

The assembly stands as able.  
 
OFFERING 
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A/L: 76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most 
High, 
  for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 
C: 77to give God’s people knowledge of salvation 
  by the forgiveness of their sins. 
A/L: 78In the tender compassion of our God 
  the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
C: 79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, 
  and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

 
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11  

The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He 
writes in this letter about his joy to be in partnership with the 
Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, some-
times a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages 
them to grow in love and knowledge. 

 
A/L reading from Philippians: 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly pray-
ing with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because 
of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among 
you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is 
right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold 
me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, 
both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of 
the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with 
the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your 
love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full in-
sight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day 
of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the 
harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the 
glory and praise of God. 

A/L:  The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDREN’S CHAT: Pr. Mike 
 

The assembly stands as able. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142) 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: LUKE 3:1-6  

John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by 
“repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful rec-
ord of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and reli-
gious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the third chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and 
his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, pro-
claiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it 
is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A:  In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all 
people and places that yearn for God’s presence. 
(Brief silence) 

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your 
coming. Make our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers 
confident in their preaching, that their words and our lives wit-
ness to your grace. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. 
Provide them with shelter and care, and bring us into right rela-
tionship with the earth that you create and call good. Hear us, O 
God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses 
to work on behalf of those who have lost parents, spouses, and 
loved ones; immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; 
and all who are oppressed. Make them bold in their commit-
ments to justice and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our 
ministries and our lives to reach out with compassion to those 
who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill (especially). Grant 
them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are 
poorly received. Embolden those who ask hard questions and 
challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a pas-
sion for pointing to Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and 
those more humbly remembered. Confident that your work will 
be completed, we live in faith until the day of your coming. Hear 
us, O God. 
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend 
to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

 to live among God’s faithful people, 

 to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

 to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 
and deed, 

 to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

 and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

Confirmand: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 

P: People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and 
brothers and pray for them in their life in Christ? 

C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

P: Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy 
Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to 
eternal life. 

Stir up in Ella, Jelissa, Delynn, Patrick, Kylie, and Joshua the gift 
of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 
of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and for-
ever. 

C: Amen. 

 

A: Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 

C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 

Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
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 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

The assembly is seated. 
 

SERMON: PR. MIKE 
 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
The assembly stands as able. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:   

 On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry (ELW 249)  
 
1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 
2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; 
make straight the way for God within, 
and let us all our hearts prepare 
for Christ to come and enter there. 
 
3 We hail you as our Savior, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward; 
without your grace we waste away 
like flow'rs that wither and decay. 
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4 Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, 
and make us rise to fall no more; 
oh, let your face upon us shine 
and fill the world with love divine. 
 
5 All praise to you, eternal Son, 
whose advent has our freedom won, 
whom with the Father we adore, 
and Holy Spirit, evermore. 

The assembly is seated. 

 
PRESENTATION 
P: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and 
for these people, one with us in the body of Christ, who are mak-
ing public affirmation of their baptism. 
 
Sponsors: I/We present Ella Baltz, Jelissa Diaz, Delynn Gerhard, 
Patrick Nolan, Kylie Stocker, and Joshua Weierbach, 
who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism 
 

P: Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and 
brothers, whom you have made your own by water and the Word 
in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlight-
ened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in 
the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and 
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have 
brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 
A: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and 
confess the faith of the church. 
 

A: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C: I renounce them. 
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A: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against 
God? 

C: I renounce them. 

A: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C: I renounce them. 

 

A: Do you believe in God the Father? 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

A: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.* 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

A: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. 

 


