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WELCOME TO  

BLESSED TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
 

Thank you for joining us today! We are a group of three churches who 

joined together to form a brand-new community of Christ. Our 

congregations are led by Pastor Suzanne M. Trump (the pastor of 

St. John’s Windish) and Pastor Mike Button (the interim pastor of 

Light of Christ and St. Peter’s). Today’s organist is Deacon Linda 

Maule. The ministers are all the members of our parish. 
 

We follow an ancient pattern of worship that we call liturgy. It sounds 

fancy, but we’re just imitating the first followers of Christ who (1) 

gathered to read the (2) word of God, (3) share a meal, and 

encourage one another before (4) sending each other out into the world 

to share God’s love.  
 

If you need help, here are some hints:  

- text in bold is spoken by the congregation (including you!).  
- A “△” at the beginning of a section is an invitation to stand if you 

wish and are able. A “▽” at the beginning of a section means the 

congregation is seated. 

- Some hymns can be found by using the red hymnal in your pew 

and going to the hymn number listed for the day. 

-  If you get lost, ask a neighbor for help! We’re glad you’re here. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

▽ PRELUDE: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers, arranged by Paul Manz 
 

△ CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous 

things. Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 
 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our 
sins and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. God of 

new beginnings, we confess that we have not welcomed your 

holy reign. We have strayed from your paths. We prepare for 

war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your 

creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on 

your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of 

repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 
 

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, 

a living sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away. 

Rejoice in the way of the Lord. Amen. 
 

△ GATHERING HYMN: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW 244 
 

△ GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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△ KYRIE 
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△ SONG OF PRAISE: Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 

 
 

 
 

△ LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of 

preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this 

wreath, kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, that we may be light 

shining in the darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may 

welcome others as you have welcomed us. Grant this through Christ 

our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

Amen. 
 

△ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your 

only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance 

and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

▽ 1ST READING: The Peaceful Kingdom  (Isaiah 11:1-10) 
A reading from Isaiah: 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall 

grow out of his roots. The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the 

spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. His delight shall 

be in the fear of the LORD. 
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He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears 

hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor and decide with 

equity for the meek of the earth. He shall strike the earth with the 

rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 

wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and 

faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the 

kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child 

shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall 

lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The 

nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned 

child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or 
destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 

knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

▽ PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19: Prayer for Guidance & Support for the King 

 
 

Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 

and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
that he may rule your | people righteously 

and the | poor with justice; 
 

that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
and the | hills, in righteousness. 

Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 

rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. 
 

May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
from one generation | to another. 

Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 

like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
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In his time may the | righteous flourish; 

and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon  

  shall | be no more. 

Blessed are you, LORD God, the | God of Israel; 

you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
 

And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 

and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen. 
 

▽ 2ND READING: The Gospel for Jews & Gentiles Alike  (Romans 15:4-13) 
A reading from Romans: 
 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, 

so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures 

we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and 

encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 

accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one 

voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, 

for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant 

of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he 

might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order 
that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.  
 

As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

and sing praises to your name”; and again he says, “Rejoice, O 
Gentiles, with his people”; and again, “Praise the Lord, all you 

Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; and again Isaiah says,  

“The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 

that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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△ THE GOOD NEWS: The Proclamation of John the Baptist  (Matthew 3:1-12) 

 
 

The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  
 

This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 

Lord, make his paths straight.’” 
 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 

waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of 

Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region 

along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins. 
 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, 

he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 

the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume 

to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 

Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore 

that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 

 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and 

will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” 
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The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

▽ SERMON 
 

△ HYMN OF THE DAY: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry ELW 249  
 

△ THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 

truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 

rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

△ PRAYERS FOR THE WORLD 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a 

world that yearns for new hope. God, you renew the church in every 

age. We give thanks for hymn writers and theologians. Inspire 

teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct your people. 

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and 

destruction will be no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and 

companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and wholeness what 

human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up 

leaders who will govern with equity and serve the common good. 

Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to protect the rights of 

those who cannot advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of 

any who are exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and 

victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and help to our neighbors 
without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. God, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed 
us. Nurture ministries of hospitality and care in this and every 

congregation. We pray for people who are homebound, hospitalized, 

or separated from loved ones. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we 

give thanks for their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are 

united with them in the joy of your eternal presence. God, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, 

gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

△ PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

▽ ANTHEM: O Day of Peace, arranged by Hal Hopson 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

△ OFFERING SONG: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 
 

△ OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray: God of abundance, we bring before you the precious 

fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us 

patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming 

of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

△ THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 
thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with 
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the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all 

things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 

righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church 

on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 
 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, 

we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. When we 

brought on chaos, cruelty, and despair, you sent the prophets to 

proclaim your justice and mercy. At this end of the ages your Son 

Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the suffering world. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 
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Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await 

his coming again in righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us 

and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our faith, increase 

our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. Through 

him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 

▽ SONG DURING COMMUNION: Comfort, Comfort Now My People ELW 256 
 

▽ SONG DURING COMMUNION: O Day of Peace ELW 711 
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△ TABLE BLESSING & PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep 

you in his grace. Amen. 
 

Let us pray: God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a 

foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. 

Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the 

greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

△ SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As 

you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those 

who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are 

sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and 
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

▽ ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

△ BLESSING 
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us 

in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

△ SENDING SONG: Hark, the Glad Sound! ELW 239 
 

△ DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God. 

 

▽ POSTLUDE: Hark, the Glad Sound!, arranged by Paul Manz 

 

Today’s flowers are sponsored by Steve & Bonnie Harper 

In memory of loved ones & family 
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TODAY’S GOOD NEWS: An Impossible Vision? 

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who 

calls us to repent and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases, 

we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the 

root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor 

and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf 
will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. 

From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to 

proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near. 
 

Today’s image from the Old Testament reading of a world at peace—a 
peace so full and universal that it extends to every living creature—may 

feel as comforting as it does unbelievable, at least by our logic. Wolves 

and lambs aren’t friends. Lions don’t eat straw. Children should not play 

with snakes. In the animal kingdom—and we are animals—there are 

predators and prey. Whether we take it literally or metaphorically, “Eat 

or be eaten” is how we’ve been taught to survive in the wilderness. 
 

And yet here, on this wilderness morning, we hear the prophet telling 

us that it does not have to be this way—indeed, that it will not be this 

way forever. In the new world God is coming to bring, we won’t need 

to tear each other apart just to survive. Somehow, we will be able to 

live together in peace. 
 

No wonder that of all the ways God could have revealed the depths of 

holy love and brought reconciliation to the world, God chose to come as 

a little child, a child no one thought possible, a branch from a tree that 

was seemingly long dead. 
 

Beholding this child moves us to repentance, turning us from all the 

ways we demonize and hurt each other, and calling us instead to offer 

peace. Rather than taking the bait set to keep us fighting, we come 

together to eat the bread and drink from the cup set at the Lord’s table. 

In the new creation, our identity is no longer defined by our lineage or 

status, as those who came to be baptized by John imagined, or by being 

enemies, prey, or predator. Instead, in Christ’s baptismal waters we are 
given a new life as beloved kin. With God all things are possible! 

 


